The Bloody Assize
Here tlie inhabitants took the men into their houses and
gave them shelter,, and Edward Strode of Downside, a mile
and a half out on the old road to Bath, came in and gave
Monmouth 100 guineas. He was one of the few county
magnates who supported Monmouth. There is the shell
of a ruined old house which still stands on the edge of
a quarry near the old Bath road, and I was assured that
this was the remains of Edward Strode's house, though it
seems that this is by no means certain. The Strodes were
great people in these days as the monuments in Shepton
Mallet Church testify.
As far as one can follow this strange campaign, the rank
and file had been given to understand they were marching
for London, where they expected to arrive on Saturday,
June the 27th, and place King Monmouth on the throne.
But this could not really have been in the minds of Mon-
mouth and Grey, and where they thought they were leading
their troops to, after they left Bridgwater, is not clear,
But at Shepton Mallet a council of war was held, and
then it was determined and made known to the army that
the next immediate objective was Bristol, and this was to
be attempted under the advice of Colonel Wade, a Bristol
man, whose plan was to cross the Avon at Keynsham Bridge
and attack Bristol from the Gloucester side.
On Wednesday, the 24th, they turned their faces due
north and marched for Keynsham. What Monmouth
apparently did not know was that he had made his resolu-
tion too late. Feversham had already entered Bristol, had
heard that Monmouth was at Shepton Mallet, and was
taking steps to intercept him.
Lieutenant-General Lord Feversham left London for
the front on Saturday, June 2oth, with " 150 guards and
.60 granadeers." That day he marched from London to
Maidenhead. Here he sent off Colonel Oglethorpe and
eighty mounted men to get in touch with Monmouth as soon
as might be, whilst he moved on more slowly to Newbury.
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